
 

M 1.3 General information about recognition of foreign qualifications  

There is no overall recognition of foreign university degrees and certificates of vocational training. 
For certain professions, there is an equivalency evaluation of foreign qualifications in comparison to 
German qualifications. For you it is important to exactly define the profession you would like to 
work in. 
In Germany we differ between regulated professions and non-regulated professions. 

1. Regulated professions: They have particular occupational laws. A professional accreditation 
is required. Occupational laws exactly define qualifications that are necessary to get a 
professional accreditation. Regulated professions are e.g.: physician/doctor, nurse, teacher 
at public schools, attorney/ lawyer …  

2. Non-regulated professions: They have no particular occupational laws. You don´t need to 
have a professional accreditation. You can apply freely. The employer decides on his own 
whether your qualification matches the job or not. The employer also decides if your German 
language skills are adequate. 

These are examples for non-regulated professions: 
- in academic sector (post-graduate) e.g.: economist, mathematician, chemist, 

sociologist, professional activity as an engineer … 
- in sector of vocational training e.g.: electrician, baker, hairdresser … 

 
Non-regulated academic professions: 
An advantage for your application may be a ‘Zeugnisbewertung’ at the Zentralstelle für ausländisches 
Bildungswesen (ZAB). The academic level of your university degree is evaluated in comparison to 
German academic degrees. The charge is € 200. For further information please check our information 
sheet “M2.21b_ZAB_Englisch”. We would be pleased to send you detailed information. 
 
Non-regulated vocational trainings (‘dual system’ in Germany): 
An advantage for your application may be an investigation of the equivalence of your vocational 
training. The responsible authority compares your foreign vocational training with the German one. 
Therefore your work experience is important.  
Responsible authorities are e.g. 

• the local Chamber of Crafts (‘Handwerkskammer’ in Germany) 

• Chamber of Commerce in Nürnberg (‘IHK FOSA’ in Germany). 
The charge of this assessment is about € 550. 
 
Language: For working in Germany, it is important to have good German language skills. We 
recommend level B2. 
 
Your professional goal decides whether you need a recognition of your foreign qualification from 
German authorities or not. 
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Information about your individual options 

The IBAS is glad to give you information about your individual situation. 
To guarantee an individual consulting, we need some information from you. 
Please send us the following information by email or bring it to a personal appointment: 

• Please fill in our ‘IBAS-Check’.  
Most important is your professional goal (see ‘purpose of recognition’ in this form). 

• Also important is your CV.  

• Your certificates are necessary, too. 
 

Please always make an appointment before you come! 
 

 
 

IBAS Dresden 
 
Weißeritzstraße 3 
(Yenidze) 
2. Obergeschoss 
 
01067 Dresden 
 
Kontakt über: 
Tel.: 03 51/ 43 70 70 40 
anerkennung@exis.de  

 
IBAS Leipzig 

 
Georg-Schumann-Str. 173 
AXIS-Passage 
 
 
04159 Leipzig  
 
Kontakt über:  
Tel.: 03 41/ 580 88 20 20  
leipzig@exis.de  

 
IBAS Chemnitz 

 
Henriettenstraße 5  
(Sächsischer Flüchtlingsrat) 
 
 
09112 Chemnitz 
 
Kontakt über: 
Tel.: 03 71/ 35 60 218 
ibas-chemnitz@sfrev.de  
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Der EXIS Europa e.V. versichert, die Informationen nach bestem Wissen und Gewissen zur Verfügung zu stellen 
und die Beratungen in hoher Qualität durchzuführen. EXIS übernimmt keine Haftung für Fehler in Beratungen 
und Informationen sowie daraus resultierender direkter Schäden, soweit diese nicht vorsätzlich oder in grober 
Fahrlässigkeit hervorgerufen wurden. Alle gegebenen Informationen sind als Empfehlungen zu verstehen, sie 
haben keinen haftungsbegründenden Charakter.  
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